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Reduction as Political
Commentary in Tom Miller’s
Quiet, Formal Constructions
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Painter, draughtsman, sculpror, and insaallasion artst Tom
Miller melds the ardstic with the ordinary, opening up new
contexts for the materials and structures we encounter in our
day-to-day lives, as the arc of his contemporarics and the
reductivist arcists that preceded him. Miller has 2 keen
appreciation for form and apperception, molding materils
and spaces o cast percepual ricks. °T use forced perspective
and symmeczy in my work 25 2 struccurallimitation and as 2
‘mephor or analysis of the poliical condition,” says Mille.
“As a esule they reside in the middle ground beoween
physical presence and illusion.”

In Black Gray Spine (2014), Millr oins two similar picces of
painted plywood, one painted white and ridged with
ith the

h - -
pieces meet at one vertex, with some of the white bands
protruding barely into the black, forming round bumps
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ing height and
(ess than two-by-four fect) would scem o allow. Likewisc, in
his two-dimensional work, including Gray Cel/ (2014) and
New Standard (2012), Miller employs one- and two-point
perspective drawing techniques to create dynamic
enmpasirions rhar invigorare pocr-Minimalisr imager.

Set to Topple (2014) s perhaps among Miller's most
i e o

concrete, recalls work by artists such as Banks Violerte and
‘Steven Parrino, whose theatrical, rock-and-roll-inflected
preire—— N
Miller's sculpture, a wooden platform bisected by a cinder
block wall and obelisk, is partially painted in a shiny black
acrylic paint, connoting leather, glass, and vinyl records. The
work also invokes arists such as Tony Smith, with his almost
ceremonal saging of austere sculptural forms,like walls,
‘monolichs, and pillas.

“T use the monochromatic paletce o reference truth and
specificiy,” writes Mille. I subver this notion by
concentrating the physicaliy of the paint on forming 2
structural image.” Miller's carcful atention to form, color,
and presentation place him squarcly in line with several
carlir artsts, while innovating and developing material ideas

for a new, increasingly immaterial world.

—Stephen Dillon

St 10 Topple (2014) is perhaps among Miller's most
ambitious sculprures:the tableay, made in painted wood and
concrete, recalls work by artists such as Banks Violerte and
Steven Parrino, whose theatrial, rock-and-roll-inflecred
drawings, paintings, and sculprures were aggressvely cool.
Miller’s sculprure, 2 wooden platform bisccted by a cinder
block wall and obelisk, is parially painted in  shiny black
acrylic paint, connoting leather, glas, and vinyl records. The
ceremonisl staging of austere sculprural forms,like wals,
‘monoliths, and pillas.

“I use the monochromatic palrte to reference truth and
specificity,” writes Millr. I subvers this notion by
concentrating the physicalcy of the paint on forming a
structural image.” Miller's careful aention to form, color,
and presentation place him squarely in line with several
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Tom Miller
et 10 Topple, 2014
Zane Bennert Contemporary
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—Stephen Dillon
Tom Miller
Gray Cell 2014
Zane Bennere Contemporary Art
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Tom Mill
New Standard, 2012
Zane Beanere Contemporary Art
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In his scul 1L nd videos, Tom Art, Uniced Saaes, Painting, Sculpre
ourselves and the world—architectural and sociak i d
I relati che precisi i " h
pare, 5 imated by subtle In his the Body paintings, in which balding,
bespeceacled, corpor h over a dicch full of dulls, he cric
i woublingly, the
‘morality ol
2 what he calls " asi
discase. i
divisive.
Works Tom Miller: 25 works
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